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RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT 


ITH this issue begins the second year and volume of the Bulletin. The first 

six numbers have served to fix its aim and content and to confirm its ex- 

pected usefulness as a frequent, stated means for reaching all members of the 
A. L. A. 

Such a medium is one of the good results of permanent Headquarters and fol- 
lows naturally in the train of centralized publishing and administrative activities. 
Before the Bulletin, occasional, varied and unrelated circulars, issued by different 
officers and committees from different places were the sole means for reaching the 
membership between annual Conference volumes. All business communications 
are now made through the Bulletin. This means that it has been possible, during 
the past year for individual members of the A. L. A. to inform themselves, 
through the Bulletin, more fully and accurately than ever before of the work of the 
Association. This should mean that at the Minnetonka Conference much of the 
necessary routine work of reports and discussions will be better understood and 
will take on the new significance and interest which familiarity creates. 

The work of the A. L. A. in the past has been done, perhaps it must always 
chiefly be done, by relatively few persons, but the record of it should be published 
(though it never before has been) fully and frequently. This is what the Bulletin 
will do and as this work, our own work, is thus brought and kept close to every 
member, the knowledge of its purposes, aims and usefulness will be mightily in- 
creased and appreciation of what the A. L. A. stands for and is trying to accom- 
plish will make clearer and stronger the reasons why this organized cooperation is 
worth our while. 

So we are going on with the Bulletin. Its beginnings have not been unattended 
with vicissitudes. It has seemed the part both of a becoming modesty and of an 
apprehensive discretion to refrain from a formal title-page christening as the 
“official organ”, yet it will strive to be so in spirit and to so grow in dignity and 
usefulness as some day to deserve to become so in letter, 











NEW MEMBERS 


The following names are of new mem- 
bers that have joined the A. L. A. or re- 
newed a lapsed membership, since the 
publication of the Annual Handbook in 
September. It therefore brings to date 
the membership roster on pages 26-64 
therein. 


Alameda (Cal.) P. L. 4275. 

Angier, Annie, Student L. Training School, 
Carnegie L., Atlanta, Ga. 4288. 

Atlanta (Ga.) Carnegie L. (Anne Wallace, 
Ln.) 4286. 

Benson, Pauline, Student L. Training 
School Carnegie L., Atlanta, Ga. 4294. 

Pirmingham (England) Central Free L. 
(A. Capel Shaw, Chief Ln.) 4310. 

Buynitzky, Eleanor, 1st asst. P. L., Dallas, 
Tex. 4329. 

Clarke, Mary Reynolds, Ln. Levi Heywood 
Memorial L. Gardner, Mass. 3925. 
Condict, Julia A. In charge Le Moyne 
Branch, Cossitt L., Memphis, Tenn. 4284. 

(address 252 Orleans St.) 

Dallas (Tex.) P. L. (Rosa M. Leeper, Ln.) 
4328. 

Daughtry, Inez, Student L. Training School 
Carnegie L., Atlanta, Ga. 4293. 

Dayton (Ohio) P. L. (Linda M. Clat- 
worthy, Ln.) 4314. 

Des Moines (Iowa) P. L. (Ella M. Mc- 
Loney, Ln.) 4303. 

Eastern Illinois State Normal Sch. (Mary 
J. Booth, Ln.) Charleston, Il. 

Erie (Pa.) P. L. (Jean A. Hard, Lo.) 
4277. 

Gault, Bertha, Asst. Mt Holyoke Coll. L., 
South Hadley, Mass. 4316. 

Gibson, Mollie B., Children’s Ln. P. L. 
Jacksonville, Fla. 4282. 

Gleason, Eleanor, 47 Prince St., Rochester, 
N. Y. 3018. 

Glenn, Marian R. Ln. George Smith P. L., 
Junction City, Kansas. 4298. 

trolier Club. (Ruth S. Grannis, Ln.) New 
York, N. Y. 4315. 

Hazard, Rowland G., Trus. Narragansett 
L. Assoc., Peacedale, R. I. 3931. 

Hutchinson, Jessie, Student L. Training 
School Carnegie L., Atlanta, Ga. 4287. 

Indiana State Normal School L. (Arthur 
Cunningham, Ln.) Terre Haute, Ind. 
4317. 

Indiana Univ. L. (W. B. Jenkins, Ln.) 
Bloomington, Ind. 4299. 

Johnson, Louise, Ln. Idaho State Free 
Traveling L., Boise, Idaho. 4300. 

Lehigh Univ. L. (John L. Stuart, Direc- 
tor) South Bethlehem, Pa. 4306. 

Lawrence (Kansas) F. P. L. (Mrs Nellie 
G. Beatty, Ln.) 4318. 
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Mcllwaine, Henry Read, Ln. State L., 
Richmond, Va. 4295. 

Maine Univ. L. (Ralph Kneeland Jones, 
Ln.) Orono, Me. 4289. 
Malone, Alberta, Student L. Training 
School Carnegie L., Atlanta, Ga. 4290. 
Marshalltown (Iowa) P. L. (Mrs Grace 
K. Haviland, Ln.) 4305. 

Martin, Jean Baker, Ln. Juniata College 
L., Huntingdon, Pa. 4280. 

Melbourne (Australia) P. L. (Edmund La 
Touche Armstrong, Ln.) 4301. 

Mell, Mildred, Student L. Training School 
Carnegie L., Atlanta, Ga. 4291. 

New Haven (Coun.) F. P.L. (Willis Kim- 
ball Stetson, Ln.) 4319. 

New York (N. Y.) Society L. 
Barna Bigelow, Ln.) 4278. 
North Attleborough (Mass.) P. L. (Ada 

M. Perry, Ln.) 4296. 
Northwestern Univ. L. (Lodilla Ambrose, 
Asst. Ln.) Evanston, Ill. 4321. 
Pomona (Cal.) P. L. (Sarah M. Jacobus, 
Ln.) 4309. 
Providence (R. I.) P. L. (William Eaton 
Foster, Ln.) 4283. 
Sewickley (Pa.) P. L. 
Carty, Ln.) 4281. 
Smith, Louise, Student L. Training School 
Carnegie L., Atlanta, Ga. 4292. 

Smith, Susan T., State Normal School L.., 
Chico, Calif. 2383. 

Stockton, E. Boudinot, Vicar St Albans, 82 
Watervliet St., Albany, N. Y. 4304. 

Trenton (N. J.) F. P. L. (Adam Strohm, 
Ln.) 4312. 

Troy (N. Y.) P. L. (Mary L. Davis, Ln.) 
4324. 

Vermont Univ. L. (Edith E. Clarke, Ln.) 
Burlington, Vt. 4279. 

Watertown (Mass.) P. L. (Solon F. Whit- 
ney, Ln.) 4311. 

Weaver, Margaret E., Ln. West High 
School, Rochester, N. Y. 4313. 

Wells College L. (Alice E. Sanborn, Ln.) 
Aurora, N. Y. 4276. 

Westfield (N. Y.) Patterson L. (Sarah H. 
Ames, Ln.) 4323. 

Whitney, Anna H., Trus. P. L. Lancaster, 
Mass. 4297. 

Wilkinson, Caroline M., Ln. P. L. Ipswich, 
Mass. 4308. 

Williamsport (Pa.) James V. Brown L. 
(O. R. Howard Thomson, Ln.) 4322. 
Wilmington (N. C.) P. L. (Elizabeth S. 

Weddell, Ln.) 4307. 

Wisconsin F. L. Commission. (Henry E. 
Legler, Sec’y.) Madison, Wis. 4320. 
Witmer, Jennie A., Ln. P. L., Niagara 

Falls, N. Y. 4327. 
Yamaguchi (Japan) P. L. (Tomo-Saburo 
Sano, Principal Ln.) 4302, 
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THE MINNETONKA CONFERENCE 


The thirtieth annual conference of the 
A. L. A. will be held at Tonka Bay Hotel, 
Tonka Bay, Minnesota, during the week of 
June 26—July 3, 1908. This hotel is on the 
shores of Lake Minnetonka, 20 miles from 
Minneapolis, 30 from St Paul and directly 
connected with both cities by both steam 
cars and trolley, though the transportation 
facilities are much better from Minne- 
apolis. The local committee has assured 
the Association of ample accommodations 
at the usual conference rates either di- 
rectly in the hotel or in cottages imme- 
diately around it. All rooming will be 
done by the local committee and not by 
the hotel. It will be out of the question 
for those attending the meetings to lodge 
in St Paul; it will be possible but un- 
desirable to lodge in Minneapolis, for even 
in the latter case it will mean spending at 
least two hours daily in going back and 
forth. 


The program will be unusually full and 
attractive, for besides the usual meetings 
of sections and affiliated organizations 
both the Minnesota and Wisconsin state 
library associations are planning to hold 
their annual meetings during conference 
week. Few announcements can yet be 
made as to the program of the general 
sessions. It will include addresses by Mr 
Herbert Baillie of the Public Library of 
Wellington, New Zealand, who has been 
for some years a member of the A. L. A,, 
and by President Cyrus Northrop of the 
University of Minnesota. Mr Lawrence J. 
Burpee of Ottawa, Canada, will contribute 
an historical paper on Canadian libraries 
of long ago. There will be two general 
discussions which promise much interest. 
One on Losses of books from open shelves 
will undoubtedly put upon the defensive 
the advocates of the open shelf system 
which has been the object of so much 
reactionary criticism within the past 
year or two, and another reviewing the 
important books of the year somewhat in 
the manner that made so interesting and 
profitable a session at Cleveland in 1896. 


Additional details of program and local 
arrangements will appear in the Bulletin 
for March and May. 

The Local Committee having charge of 
all arrangements for the conference is as 
follows: Chairman, J. T. Gerould; Clara 
F. Baldwin; Gratia Countryman, Minne- 
apolis; Mrs H. J. McCaine, St Paul. This 
committee has already organized and ap- 
pointed sub-committees on Finance, Room- 
ing, Transportation, Entertainment, Recep- 
tion and Advertising. 


NOTES AND NEWS 


Atlantic City meeting. The twelfth an- 
nual meeting of the Pennsylvania library 
club and the New Jersey library associa- 
tion will be held at Atlantic City, March 
13-14, 1908. The headquarters will be at 
the Hotel Chelsea. 

Executive officer. On January ist Mr 
E. C. Hovey retires from the direction of 
the Executive offices of the Association. 
It was through Mr Hovey’s personal 
efforts that the funds were secured 2 
years ago which made permanent head- 
quarters possible and upon their formal 
opening in September, 1906, he was placed 
in charge. Mr Hovey has given much 
time and energy to the establishing of a 
strong business policy for the Association, 
to the end that it might become self 
supporting and at the same time do more 
for its members than ever before. The 
Publishing board in particular has ben- 
efited greatly by his services. 

Bills for annual dues. The bills for 
A. L. A. membership for 1908 have been 
mailed and should have reached every 
member before this number of the Bulletin 
is distributed. The membership list forms 
the mailing list for the Bulletin and prompt 
payment of dues is the best way to in- 
sure regular and unbroken receipt of its 
numbers. This is especially true of library 
members and the A. L. A. Booklist. 

Index and title page. The title page and 
index for the first volume of the Bulletin 
are sent out with the present number. 
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President—A. E. Bostwick, New York Public 
Library 

First Vice-president—C. H. Gould, McGill 
University, Montreal 

Second Vice-president—Helen E. Haines, 
Library Journal, New York 

Secretary—J. I. Wyer, Jr., State Library, 
Albany, N. Y. 

Treasurer—A. H. Hopkins, Carnegie Library, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Recorder-—Lutie E. Stearns, Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission 











Executive offices—34 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 














A. L. A. COUNCIL 


The result of the recent correspondence 
vote of the Council on the offer of the 
Carnegie library of Pittsburg to provide 
suitable quarters for the executive and 
publishing offices of the Association is as 
follows: 

Of the 25 elected members of the Coun- 
cil, no votes were obtainable from Messrs 
Canfield and Crunden. 

On concurrence in the recommendation 
of the Executive board that the offer of 
the Carnegie library of Pittsburg be ac- 
cepted to take effect at soon as possible, 
14 voted aye, 6 voted no, 3 were not pre- 
pared to vote without a meeting of the 
Council and 18 voted against the sug- 
gested interim meeting at Pittsburgh on 
Dec. 9, 1907. 

Despite this substantial majority voting 
to authorize the Executive board to act 
finally in the matter, that Board believes 
it wisest, in view of the weight of dis- 
senting opinion, to let the matter go over 
until the Minnetonka meeting when the 


offer of the Carnegie library, if still open, 
will come before the Council for consid- 
eration. 

In the meantime the Executive board 
will make the best arrangements which 
present conditions and finances will per- 
mit, for carrying till next summer the dif- 
ferent lines of work now cared for at the 
present Executive Office. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


Endowment fund trustee. Mr William 
W. Appleton, a trustee of the New York 
public library, has been appointed a trustee 
of the A. L. A. endowment fund to fill the 
vacancy created by the recent death of 
Mr Alexander Maitland. 

Headquarters. The Executive board has 
arranged by correspondence vote, for the 
continuance of the Executive offices in 
Boston until the Minnetonka conference 
shall afford the Council an opportunity to 
consider the offer of the Carnegie library 
of Pittsburgh. 

The work of the Association, apart from 
that of the Publishing board will be car- 
ried on precisely as heretofore, under the 
supervision of Miss Nina E. Browne who, 
with the consent of the Publishing board, 
will assume this responsibility in addition 
to her other duties. 

The Executive board will provide such 
additional clerical help as is needed and 
all of the various A. L. A. activities which 
for the past 16 months have centered at 
34 Newbury St. will proceed without inter- 
ruption. J. I. WYER, JR. 

Secretary 


COMMITTEES 
Bookbinding Committee 

The Committee on Bookbindings wishes 
to get from all libraries, large and small, 
information on the following points: 

1 Is it advisable for the Committee to 
continue the campaign to get special li- 
brary editions of popular fiction and juve- 
nile books? These bindings have been be- 
fore librarians for 18 months, a sufficient 
time for all to form an opinion as to their 
value. 
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2 Houghton, Miffiin & Co. have agreed 
to put 10 or 12 of their publications in a 
special binding, provided the Committee 
gives them a list of books most in demand 
with the number of copies of each that 
will be needed. The Committee asks each 
library to send a list of Houghton books 
which it would like to have in special bind- 
ings, with the number of copies of each 
that it will be reasonably sure to need dur- 
ing the coming year. 

3 Complaint was made at the Asheville 
Conference that there were various bind- 
ing questions not yet discussed by the 
Committee. The questions needing solu- 
tion are many and opinions differ as to 
which should be first considered. It will 
aid the Committee if those who are dis- 
satisfied with their binding-work will send 
a brief statement of the questions that 
they wish settled first. 

The Committee most earnestly requests 
that all librarians take a few moments 
from their other imperative duties and 
send information on the above points to 
the Chairman, A. L. Bailey, Wilmington 
Institute Free Library, Wilmington, Del. 

Books now issued in special library bind- 
ings, at about 10 cents more than the 
ordinary edition. They are usually worth 
the extra 10 cents. Starred titles have 
been thus issued since June, 1907. 
Doubleday. Brainerd, Bettina. 

Dutton. De la Pasteur, Lonely lady of 

Grosvenor Square. 

Heath. *Bass, Stories of pioneer life. 
—*Norton, Heart of Oak books, 1, 2, 3. 
—*Snedden, Docas, the Indian boy. 
Holt. De Morgan, Alice-for-short. 
—Plummer, Roy and Ray in Mexico. 
Lane. Locke, Beloved vagabond. 
Lothrop. *Only true Mother Goose. 
—*Poulsson, Runaway donkey. 
—*Poulsson, Through the farmyard gate. 
McClure. Hill, Pettison twins. 

—White, Mystery. 

Outing. Mott, The white darkness. 
Page. *Ward, Our little Japanese cousin. 
Scribner. *Bacon, Domestic adventures. 
—*Connolly, Crested seas. 

—*Mason, The broken road. 


—*Page, Under the crust. 
—*Smith, Romance of an old fashioned 
gentleman. 
—Smith, Tides of Barnegat. 
—*Van Dyke, Days off. 
—*Wharton, Fruit of the tree. 
Stokes. Bindloss, Dust of conflict. 
—*Burgess, Goops and how to be them. 
—*Deming, Little red people. 
—*Peary, Children of the Arctic. 
A. L. BAILEY 
W. P. CUTTER Committee 
G. E. WIRE 


No. 34 BOOKBUYING Jan. 1908 


BULLETIN OF A.L.A. COMMITTEE ON BOOKBUYING 








The Bookbuying Committee has sent the 

following letter: 
Dec. 28, 1907. 
American Publishers Association 
156 Fifth Ave., City 
Gentlemen: 

The Bookbuying Committee of the 
American Library Association at a recent 
meeting instructed me to write you in re- 
gard to the advantages that may come to 
both parties through greater cooperation 
between libraries and publishers. 

A few libraries have long been in the 
habit of distributing to their book bor- 
rowers and readers the advertising cir- 
culars of the publishers, and others post 
such circulars with their call numbers on 
their bulletin boards. Many more would 
undoubtedly do these things if the ad- 
vantages of so doing were called to their 
attention. 

A few publishers print catalog cards for 
their books as issued and send them out 
to libraries, either as notices of the books 
or with the books themselves. If the ques- 
tion of the best form and style of these 
cards were discussed with the Publishing 
Board of the A. L. A., 34 Newbury St., Bos- 
ton, and the latter were asked to adver- 
tise them more widely, we believe pub- 
lishers would find it advantageous to issue 
them more generally. 

Libraries find that as new books are 
placed on their shelves they not infre- 
quently lead patrons to buy copies for 
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their own use. Modern methods of busi- 
ness are now displacing the bookseller in 
most small towns and cities, and it is be- 
coming increasingly difficult for publishers 
to put copies of their publications, espe- 
cially of the more serious ones, within 
sight and touch of a great number of 
people. We do not advocate the develop- 
ment of libraries into bookselling stations; 
but we would call attention to the fact 
that the work libraries now do in placing 
books before the public could be dune 
somewhat more systematically and prob- 
ably more to the advantage of booksellers 
and publishers were there a cordial spirit 
of cooperation between libraries and book- 
makers. In many cities of this country 
libraries could well be made to serve in 
a& measure as sample-rooms for publish- 
ing houses. They could especially well 
serve in this capacity for books of the less 
popular kind; which are precisely the 
books more difficult of sale by advertis- 
ment and rarely found in department 
stores. 

Certain advantages would follow from 
the use by publishers of a more nearly uni- 
form style of slips for book circulars. 
There would be in this, of course, some 
loss of individuality, a loss which could be 
counterbalanced in a measure by the use 
of different types. Were the latest books 
advertised on slips of uniform size and 
style and were those slips printed on one 
side only, so that they could be cut up 
and mounted for cards, bulletins, etc, they 
would be more acceptable as advertising 
material in public libraries, and probably 
would not lose influence with the book- 
sellers and the individuals to whom they 
might be mailed. We believe that these 
advertising slips or lists should tell more 
clearly the important things about the 
books they advertise. Libraries certainly, 
and we think many book borrowers also, 
would like to know in untechnical terms 
how large an advertised book is, just what 
it is about, if an art book what the illus- 
trations are, etc, etc. 

Of special books and of books appealing 
to few readers, the sales to libraries are 


probably larger than any of your members 
suppose. Most libraries buy through local 
dealers or through an agent in the nearest 
large city. Few libraries send orders di- 
rectly to publishers. We call attention to 
this fact because, while it is getting to be 
well recognized by some that library pur- 
chases make possible the publication of 
certain special books, many publishers and 
book dealers still seem to think that li- 
braries buy comparatively few of the bet- 
ter books, 

We wish to express our approval of the 
publishers’ reinforced bindings for libra- 
ries. It may seem at first sight not good 
business for publishers to reinforce a bind- 
ing in order that it may last longer. The 
public library, the publisher may suppose, 
replaces a book with a new copy as soon 
as its cover breaks. This, however, is not 
the case. In the first place, many libraries 
refuse to purchase books of considerable 
merit which they would otherwise put on 
their lists, and sometimes in large quan- 
tities, because of their very fragile char- 
acter. In the next place, books purchased 
in publishers’ cloth, not reinforced, are 
universally rebound when the covers break 
and are then kept in circulation until too 
soiled for use. This is more expensive to 
the library than it would be to pay an 
additional ten cents for reinforced books 
which may never need rebinding. The 
added expense to the library for rebinding 
broken books goes to the binder, not to 
the publisher for new copies. Whereas, 
with reinforced books, the added expense 
to the library goes to the publisher for 
other, new, books. 

We hope to publish this letter in the 
Library Journal and Public Libraries. If 
your association or a committee thereof 
can suggest any further methods of co- 
operation between libraries and publishers 
and booksellers we shall be pleased to give 
the same a like publicity among librarians. 


Yours very truly, 
J. C. DANA 


B. C. STEINER 


Committee 
W. P. CUTTER 

















AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 7 


NOTES 


Have you seen W. A. Jenner’s pamphlet, 
“The Publishers against the People—an 
Examination of the proposed New Copy- 
right Law’? If not, get a copy from W. P. 
Cutter, Northampton, Mass., at once. 


The value of the library trade to pub- 
lishers is shown by the increasing number 
of special circulars which are now being 
sent to librarians. Many of these urge 
librarians to buy direct from the pub- 
lishers, not from booksellers; which leads 
us to ask, are publishers or libraries 
wrecking the booksellers’ business? Lit- 
tle, Brown & Co. recently offered libraries 
a special price of forty cents each on 
reprints of standard novels originally pub- 
lished at a dollar and a half and now pub- 
lished at seventy-five cents. The special 
price “is made only to libraries that order 
direct’, and not from booksellers. 

The Times Book Club, 376 Oxford St., 
London, West, issues a catalog of recent 
second hand books and remainders at very 
low prices. This Club is fighting the high 
prices of publishers in England. 

Scribner reprinted Bunner’s_ books, 
“Zadoc Pine” and “Jersey Street,” at the 
request of libraries, and now the libraries 
do not buy them. 

How public libraries help the book 
trade. The Enoch Pratt Free Library of 
Baltimore sends fortnightly a box contain- 
ing 50 volumes of the newer books to the 
University Club. The Chairman of the 
Club’s library committee recently said 
that during the past fortnight at least a 
dozen members had told him their atten- 
tion had been called for the first time to 
books in the collection and that after ex- 
amining them had decided to buy copies 
for their own libraries. 

The Library of the Medical and Chirur- 
gical Faculty of Maryland, Baltimore, re- 
ceives for inspection all books published 
by certain medical publishers. The library 
committee examines these books and se- 
lects such as it desires for purchase by 
the library. All books received from pub- 
lishers are kept on open shelves for a 


month or two, and from these shelves 
physicians frequently select books to be 
purchased for their own libraries. 

An ordinary novel of about 400 pages, 
usually listed at $1.50, costs the publisher, 
in lots of 10,000, about 20 cents per copy. 
Improvements in old machines and new, 
recently invented, machines have probably 
cheapened the cost of production more 
than the rise in material and wages has 
raised it. Probably never before could a 
book be produced at as low a price as 
today. 

The librarian of a large library writes 
us, “Henry Holt & Co. have begun pub- 
lishing novels at $1.75 instead of $1.50. 
They have recently published DeMorgan’s 
‘Alice-for-Short’ at that price and raised 
the price on ‘Joseph Vance.’ Very likely 
both these books are good ones; but as 
a matter of principle we are not going to 
buy the later one at all, or any more of 
the former one. I wonder if your com- 
mittee feel the same way?” 

Send suggestions and criticisms to the 
Committee. J. C. Dana, Newark, N. J., 
Free Public Library, Chairman; B. C. 
Steiner, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more, Md.; W. P. Cutter, Forbes Library, 
Northampton, Mass. 


Travel Committee 


Eastern party. As now planned the 
New England party will go to Minnetonka 
by rail via Chicago, being joined en route 
by the New Yorkers and such other east- 
ern librarians as wish to meet the A. L. A. 
train at convenient points. 

Post conference. The return trip for the 
eastern parties and the post-conference 
trip for all others who may wish to go 
all or part of the way, will be via Duluth 
and the Great Lakes to Mackinaw and 
Buffalo. The trip will be so planned as to 
have part or all of a day in Duluth. The 
boat will make a short stop at Houghton- 
Hancock which will allow a visit to the 
Calumet and Hecla mine. At Mackinaw 


the boat will stop 2 or 3 hours, but those 
who wish may wait until the next boat 
(2 or 3 days) with no extra cost for trans- 
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portation. Connections made at Mackinaw 
with Chicago boats. The through steamer 
will stop at Detroit and Cleveland. 

The Local Committee may later have 
some attractive side trips to announce. 

Further details as to itinerary, routes, 
prices and accommodations will appear in 
the March and May numbers of the 


Bulletin. F. W. FAXON, 
Chairman 
CORRESPONDENCE 
“Picture bulletins from another point of 
view” 


To the editor of the A. L. A. Bulletin: 
Under this title, Mr J. C. Dana in the 
Wisconsin library bulletin for September- 
October mentions several strong objec- 
tions to the picture bulletin, among them, 
that the making of the bulletin is “rela- 
tively to other things which are waiting to 
be done, a waste of time.” This letter 
aims, not to put itself on either side of 
the argument as to the value of picture 
bulletins, nor to suggest a cure-all for the 
evils of too much time and too little skill 
spent in the making of them, but to call 
general attention to a possible source of 
supply for such libraries as have faith in 
their efficacy. I refer to the collections in 
library schools. Since this letter does 
not presume to be more than a sugges- 
tion, the writer has not collected statistics 
from the various schools, but being fa- 
miliar with the collection in the New 
York State Library School, will point her 
moral with reference to conditions as they 
exist there, being reasonably sure that 
conditions elsewhere are the same, or can 
be made so in essential particulars. Most 
schools have the making of bulletins as a 
part of their course. It is reasonable to 
suppose that with the oversight exercised 
the results are at least as commendable 
as the talent of the average library staff is 
likely to produce. In the school which 
serves as illustration the requirements 
from each student have been: One bulle- 
tin on a practical subject, a brief but well- 
tested reading list, care and good taste in 
the carrying out of the plan. The stand- 
ard of judgment has been sufficiently high 
to ensure satisfactory products. The re 


sult is a large collection of attractive 
bulletins suitable for use in a library. 
This is merely so much good material go- 
ing to waste unless the collection is made 
accessible to libraries. If this be done, 
to the library comes the comparatively 
slight expense of transportation, to the 
school the necessity of some kind of ar- 
rangement which would probably be con- 
sidered necessary under any circum- 
stances. In return, the library which be- 
lieves in bulletins would be spared the 
torments which Mr Dana so feelingly de- 
scribes, and its time and money would be 
free for the other things that wait to be 
done. One might enlarge also on the 
added incentive to the library school stu- 
dents of a practical goal. The opponents 
of bulletins could here advance the coun- 
ter-argument that library school students 
could devote their well-filled time to bet- 
ter objects than the making of bulletins, 
but the chances are that for some time to 
come a little bulletin-making will be a 
part of the library school course, and we 
are here concerned merely with circum- 
stances now existing. 

This emphasis on “might” and “would” 
is not to convey the impression that noth- 
ing of the sort has been done in the past. 
The annual report of Pratt Institute Free 
Library for 1907 mentions the loaning of 
bulletins, and at the New York State Li- 
brary School from the first bulletins have 
been loaned to libraries willing to pay the 
cost of transportation, and a classified list, 
stating dimensions, of all that are suitable 
has been prepared for the use of borrow- 
ers. While their availability has never 
been advertised, the charging cards indi- 
cate that 122 bulletins have been loaned— 
several very frequently; and that a lack 
of knowledge of the opportunity is respon- 
sible for the fact that the use has been 
no greater is indicated by the lively de- 
mand there has been, since the appearance 
of Miss Rathbone’s article “Picture bulle- 
tins practically applied” in the Library 
Journal for October, 1907, not only for the 
bulletins there mentioned, but for others 
as well. ELIZABETH M. SMITH. 

New York State Library School. 


